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D ISC OU RSE 
P E A CE, 
Addreſs'd to all true Patriots. 


WHEREIN 


Some of the many Perverſions and falſe Poſitions 


contained in a P AMPHLET writ on 
the ſame Subject, 2 


Inſeribed to the Earl of Harrington, 


Are conſidered and Refuted. 


n — 


By PAMPHIL o. Je. 


The rich Man is wiſe in his own Conceit, but the 
Poor that bath Underſtanding ſearcheth him out. 


Prov. xxviii. 1m. 
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Dear Brethren, Friends aud Fellow Citizens. 


() N Perufal ey a Pamphlet entitled, 
a Diſcourſe on Peace, from : 
Thee. 5. latter part of the 13th Verſe, 
Be at Peace among yourſelves : I was 
not a little ſurprized to obſerve Scrip- 
ture Texts miſapply'd, and Apocry- 
phal Writings introduced for the ſup- 
porting of Poſitions foreign to, and 
diſt ructive of, our happy Conſtitution, 
and having pleaſed my ſelf for ſome 
time with hopes that ſome abler Pen 
would unmask this Author, do Juſ- 
tice to the Text, and to his injured 
Country, but no Anſwer appearing; 
I, with Elibu of old, offer the follow- 
ing rude Eſſay to your candid con- 
ſideration, as it was delivered to a 
numerou sAudience, by whom it 
was thought proper to be publiſhed, 
for more general Service. 
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DISCOURSE 


— 


PEACE, Ge. 


I THESS. 5. latter part 13 Verſe, 
Be at Peace among yourſelves. 


MON GST the numerous bleſſings the 
Almighty ſuperintendent of this world has 
been pleaſed in hig inexpreflible goodneſs, 
to ſhower down upon the inhabitants of this lower 
ſphere, his unworthy creatures, none ſeems more 

x | Ad adapted 


66). 3 
adapted to the advancing their felicity both hers 
and hereafter, than amiable Peace, on which the 
enjoyment of all other bleſſings, as their common 
Baſis, is dependant; for what pleaſure or ſolid ſa- 
tisfaction can poor mortals reap, however dignified 
with the honour or riches of this tranſitory World, 
amidſt either the commotions of an embroiled ſtate, 
or the more dreadful hurricanes of a diſtracted mind, 
whilſt they are at as much variance with themſelves 
as with their fellow-creatures : Therefore the A- 
poſtle perſwaded of the neceſſity of cultivating this 
peaceable diſpoſition of mind, amongſt other ad- 
monitions-very emphatically recommends it to the 
attention of the Church of Theſſaly, in theſe words: 


Be at Peace among yourſelves, * 


MA 


iſt. 1 mall in the firſt place briefly ſhew the re; 
quiſites neceſſary to attain this Peace. 


2dly. The happy adyantages of it. 


_ 3dly, and laſtly, I ſhall make ſome remarks up- 
on a Diſcourſe on Peace by an anonymous author, 
and point out ſome of the many abſurdities and in- 
conſiſtencies contained therein, with the dangerous 
conſequences attending the principles propagated 
thereby. 


Previous hereto I -acquaint my reader, that I 
ſhall rake the liberty, in imitation of this author, to 
apply the topick of this diſcourſe to: the affairs of 
ſtate, tho* more apparently deſign'd by the Apoltle, 
as a caution againſt private diſſenſions and differ- 
ence of ſentiments, relative to their religious con- 
duct as chtiſtians, and members of Chriſt's 9 
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cal Body, than to the ranks or ſtations they ſhould 

hold next to Ceſar. 


iſt; Touching the requiſites neceſſary to attain 
this Peace: | N 


As the trite compariſon of the body politic to 
the body natural, appears to be very well adapted 
to each other, they bearing a near reſemblance, I 
ſhall make uſe thereof for the illuſtration of this 
Head: As in the body natural, every member has 
its proper office aſſign'd it, nor doth one member 
uſurp the Province of another, thus an cxconomy is 
preſerv'd in the whole Man without jarrs or diſſen- 
fions, ſo likewiſe in the body politic every member 
diſcharging his function with honour, honeſty, and 
integrity in their ſeveral ſtations, an uninterrupted 
ſeries of peace and tranquillity, muſt accrue to the 
ſtate bleſs'd with ſuch conſtituents, without the leaſt 
murmurings of individuals: But on the other hand, 
if in the natural body the minuteſt member be afflict. 
ed, injured, or  oppreſs'd,” all the other members 
ſuffer with it, and it is obvious to every one, with 
what aſſiduity they all join, to contribute their ut - 
moſt to the procuring relief: And in caſe any mem- 
ber becomes corrupt, common obſervation aſſures 
us, that, when all experiments have been try'd in 
vain, it hath been found requiſite to cut off ſuch 
member for the preſervation of the reſt: So in a 
ſtate, if any member be injured, oppreſs'd, or in any 
ſhape abridged of the common tights and liberties 
of his country, contrary to the eſtabliſhed laws, the 
whole body politic is attack'd thereby, nay the ve- 
ry Baſis of the conſtitution is undertnined, and threa · 
tened, without timely prevention, with an impend- 
ing diſſolution ; for oppreſſion having once gained 
ground, and broken the _— of Juſtice and equi- 
WT) ty, 
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(10) 
ty. knqws no bounds: Therefore the intereſt not 
only of particulars but of the whole body united ly, 
attending the ſummons of right reaſon and religion, 
enjoin to ſearch. out this oppreſſor, this common di- 
ſturber of their rights and priviledges, to remon- 
| ſtrate to him the dangerous conſequences of his ille- 
gal practices, purſuant to the advice of the Apoſtle 

n the context. Marn them that are unruly; And 
in caſe of obſtinacy and perſeverance, to cut him 
off as a corrupt branch deſtructive to the ſtate, in 
vindication of the juſt laws he hath wickedly; ma- 
Jiciouſly, and arrogantly violated; for faith Solomon. 
2 af away the wicted from before the King, 
and his Throne. ſhall be eſtabliſhed in Rightoufueſs. 

rov..25. 5. Hence it is evident no ſolid peace 
can be enjoyed where oppreſſion prevails, and juſ- 
tice is forc'd, o give way to faction and private in- 
tereſt. 3758 Um, 9 bus 2 | a 
Wherefore it highly concerns all Magiſtrates, and 
all per ſons in eminent ſtations, who, with diſtinte- 
reſted vie vs, long to taſte the ſweets of an uninter- 
rupted peace, and who pay unfeigned homage to 
that ſovereign: head, whom divine wiſdom has con- 
ſtiturech their King and: Ruler, that they faithfully 
and righteouſſy execute the offices entruſted to their 
chatge; and that they enforce a? due obſervance of 
the wWholeſome laws of the ſtate} by being ſubject 
thereto themſelves, aſſuredly knowing, with Solomon, 
that the face of things is not changed, but that it is 
righteouſneſs ſtill ibat exalty'a nation: And ſuch I 
make bold to aſſert, Who act upon different prin-: 
eiples, are Traitors to themſelves and their Country, 
Rebels to their King and their GO. 3 


eim ase „ eee er | a Hats) 
, 2dly. I paſs to my ſecond head, viz, The ad- 
vantages of pea cg. 1018 
Is G The 
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The advantages attending peace are ſo obvious in 
every circumſtance of life, both private and public, 
as well reſpecting particulars, as the ſtate in general. 
that I need not enlarge upon this head: Only ſhall 
obſerve as to the general, that all the combined force 
of hoſtile nations will not dare to attack a peo- 
— who have peace founded upon juſrice for their 

arrier, and whoſe hearts breathe nothing but loyalry 
to their Prince, and good will and ardent defires for 
the proſperity of one another. Nay, ſhou'd the refidue 
of the univerſe conſpire their deſtruction, the arm 
of omniporence wou'd preſerve and protect them as 
in the hollow of his hand, and fruſtrate the wicked 
intents of their enemies 3 for faith Solomon, when 4 
man's ways pleaſe the Lord, he maketh even bis ents 
mies to be at peace with him, Prov. 16. 7. 


= 


3dly, As to my remarks, &c; it may appear 
ſtrange at firſt view to an intelligent mind, to deem 
worthy of the leaſt notice a performance built upon 
falſe principles, and ſupported by perverſion of the 
ſacred records, tothe ſcandal of religion, and fubver= 
ſion of our happy conſtitution, ſince a fabrick erec- 
ted upon ſuch ſandy foundations muſt inevitably fall 
to the ground of itſelf, and juſtly attract univerſal 
contempt: Let conſidering the frailty of human 
nature, and how prone-mankind is to imbibe evil 
impreſſions, and with what eagerneſs too many pur- 
ſue the ſhadow, having loſt the ſubſtance, it ap- 
peared neceſſary to ſer this audacious pamphleteer in 
a proper light, not only for the ſake of weak minds, 
who are carried about with every wind of doctrine, 
but alſo through a due regard for the preſent reignin 
family, whole intereſt ſeems particularly concern 
in the application, heartily a, that omnipo- 
#7 2 tent 
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tent Being by whom kings reign, to bleſs and pre- 


ſerve his preſent Majeſty from the evil influence of 
wicked deſigning counſellors, to eſtabliſh the throne 
in righteouſneſs to him and his poſterity *cill time 
ſhall terminate. It requires the attention of the pub- 
lick, if they value their religion, their lives, their 
liberties, or their king, to guard againſt the cunning 
inſinuations of ſuch crafty impoſtors, and popiſh 
miſſionaries. To proceed. He tells us (p. 4.) 
« The mechanick would think his craft much injured 
and diſparaged by ſuppoſing a competent ſkill in 
+ it to be attainable without being properly inſtruc. 
** ted and regularly bred up to it, yet every man 
e ſhall fancy himſelf to be well qualified for an able 
« politician, wichout any ſuch inſtitution or inſtruc- 
6 tion.“ ' 


He conſiders not that every accommodation he is 
favoured with, was firſt the invention of ſome of the 
bright Geniuſes, who by the ſtrength of their na- 
tural parts, without the regular inſtruct ions of ſeven 
years apprenticeſhip, firſt formed the rude eſſays of 
all arts and ſciences, which after-ages improved to 
greater advantage and perfection, and probably ſuc- 
ceeding ages will bring to light many inventions at 


- - Preſent unthought of, without any regular inſtructi- 


ons; but ſuppoſing the obſervation true, what affi- 
nity has mechanical arts with the trade of politician, 
as I may ſafely preſume to call it, if according 
to this author it requires the ſame inſtitution and in- 
ſtruction, and if ſo, why not the lives, liberties 
and properties of the ſubje& be juſtly demanded as 
an apprentice fee for the acquiring this impenetrable 
ſcience : But with ſubmiſſion to this reyerend author, 
who had he duly conſulted his own natural or ac- 
quired parts, and the proper ſtation of life to which 
ag his 


(13) 

his abilities are adequate, according to his own doo. 
trine, he would rather find himſelf digging in the 
mines of the earth for the neceſſaries of life, than 
Proſtituting the pulpit to theſe his mercenary views: 
I preſume ſo long as the baſis of our preſent con- 
ſtitution ſtandeth ſafe, every man's houſe is his caſtle, 
his city, of which he is the proper governor, and 
conſequently a politician, and has an undoubted right 
by force or otherwiſe, as his political wiſdom ſhall 
direct, to repel any invaſion made upon his proper- 
ty: And if the maintaining the ſtate of the world 
be a diligent application to the buſineſs of every me- 
chanick's vocation, every interruption to the free 
currency thereof, whether by perverſion, non-execu- 
tion, or the enacting of oppreſſive decrees, demands 
their ſerious attention, and to ſearch into the ſource 
of this ſtate-malady is acting within the ſphere of 
their duty, and highly concerns their knowledge. 


But if the repreſentatives of the kingdom, whoſe 
qualifications reſt in the voices of a free people, 
Otherwiſe they are intruders and illegitimate, conſe- 
quently baſtards and not ſons, be here intended by 
the word politician, what reſemblance bear they with 
the mechanical arts? I preſume none at all. 


To proceed: It muſt ſhock the moſt unthinking 
man, who is not quite dead to the ſenſe of a divine 
Being, to obſerve with what levity and contempt he, 
perſonating deſtruction and death, introduceth the ſa- 
cred records in the words of Fob, Where is Wiſdom to 
be found, or where is the place of underſtanding. To which 
Job immediately replies, The fear of the Lord, that 
is Wiſdom, and to depart from evil, is underſtanding. 
And whoever is not hereby qualified, though he has 
ſpent thrice ſeven years in academical learning, "= 
ws made 
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made himſelf maſter of all the maxims, principles, 
and forms of government in the univerſe, he yet 
wants one abſolutely neceſſary qualification for the 
right management of the affairs either of church or 
ſtate: Were our magiſtrates hereby qualified, the 
vileſt criminal would be aſcertained the priviledges 
of an ancient Roman, and peace and proſperity would 
diffuſe, themſelves every where 3 but when truth 
and innocency of life and manners are forced to fly 
before faction and bribery, it is a ſure preſage of a 
ſtate's impending ruin. To purſue this author, he 
goes on telling us in the ſame ſcoffing manner, that 
Solomon. would furniſh; us with an anſwer, vix. 
„They cry without, they utter their voice in the 
«« ſtreets, c. Inexpreſſible pangs and racking 
tortures withqut queſtion has this mighty zealot un- 
dergone to bring this monſter to birth, and our 
ſurprize can be no leſs inexpreſſible to find him ſo 
audacious as to father his baſtard upon Solomon. 
The reformation wrought amongſt mankind muſt 
be prodigious under the inſtructions of doctors of 
this kidney: But perhaps it may be objected, that 
he has got a diſpenſation from Rome of the ſame 
date and by the ſame hand he received his political 
8 to blaſpheme, and treat with ridicule the 

oly ſcriptures, and ſo may fir with impunity. To 
prevent his future miſtake, let him remember, that 
pndeniable authority aſſures us, that though band join 
in hand, the wicked ſhall not be unpuni ſbed. To clear 
divine wiſdom from his falſe gloſſes : Solomon de- 
clareth, that that wiſdom, which was ſet up from ever- 


laſting, from the beginning or ever tbe earth was, 
crieth without, ſhe uttereth her voice.intheftreets, &c. 
Saying, how long, ye fimple ones, will ye love ſimplicity, 
and the ſcorners delight in tbeir ſcorning, and. fools hate 
knowleage :, This is not the cry of the populace, as is 
by him ſcornfully implied, but that of 3 
| tne 
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the invitation of that being who is omnipreſent, in 
the fields, in the publick places of concourſe, in the 
moſt ſecret corners of the earth, as well in the ca- 
binets of princes, and who beſtoweth every good 
and perfect gitt to all without diſtinction liberally, and 
upbraideth not: Nothing ſhort of this pure emana- 
tion from the divine preſence, of which high and 
low, rich and poor, the prince and the peaſant are 
equally ſuſceptable, is able to preſerve that harmo- 
ny and concord amonglt mankind, which is neceſ- 
fary to the well-being of a ſtate.” 


15. Mk (82 WAKE terne . nien Bs 
He next in oppoſition to the articles of our holy 
religion, to which he has ſubſcribed his belief by 
oath, is reduced to the miſerable ſhift of introducing 
apocryphal writings to eſtabliſh his anticanſtitutiopal 
tenets, exclaiming how ſtrangely the face of things 
is changed ſince the days in which the ſon of Sirach 
lived, in theſe words, The wiſdom of a man cometh 
opportunity of leiſure, and be that, hath little bu- 
ineſs ſhall become wiſe ? How can he get wiſdom 
that boldeth the plot. that is occupied in their 
labours, &c. They ſhall not dwell where they will, 
nor go up and down,, they ſhall not be ſought for in 
publick counſel, nor ſit high in the congregation, &c. 


This appears to be the baſis upon which his 
whole diſcourſe, his ſuperſtructure is builded: Be- 
fore I take a ſurvey. of the parts more immedi- 
ately relative hereto, ſhall acknowledge that I en- 
tirely acquieſce with him, that it ought to be the 
buſineſs of every man to endeavour after à right 
diſcharge of his duty in whatever orb he is placed: 
The queſtion then ta be diſcuſs'd is, wherein, our 
duty conſiſts, I muſt herein diſſent from this au- 
thor, who ſeems to confine jt within the narrow 

Circuit, 


(16) 
circuit of each man's particular craft, (page 1.) 
and for the preſent ſhall ſuppoſe it threefold, tho? 
admitting more diviſions, -viz, our duty to God, 
to our king and to our country; now, he who 
comes up-in the diſcharge of -the firſt, will not be 
deficient in the other two: But ſuch is the corrup- 
tion of our nature, and the biaſs of our depraved 
inclinations, that we too commonly are found guil- 
ty of breaches in all three: Has any man the cou- 
rage to ſtem the current of corruption, either in- 
ward or outward, he is aſſured that perſecutions 
and tribulation await him in this life; for ſaith So- 
lomon, when the righteous are in authority the people 
rejoyce, but when the wicked beareth rule the people 
"mourn, Prov. 29. 2. 7,01" o 


Adly, Our duty to our king is fully anſwered 
by our ready obedience to the laws. 2dly, Our 
duty to our country, in which our neighbour is in- 
cluded, has a large extent; for as we ought not to 
injure our neighbour, ſo we ought not to ſuffer him 
to be injured by others if in our power to prevent 
it; and ſhould any attempt be made upon the rights 
of any particular, we ought. as one man to oppoſe 
the invader : This is and has been the language o 
nature, of reaſon, and of religion in all ages, and 
I am ignorant of o other medium, in ſuch caſes, 
by 'which we can perform ſocial duties one toanother, 
which is the incumbent province of every member” 
of ſociety 3 hereby peace, ſo neceſſary not only to 
the well-being of particulars, but of the ſtate in ge- 
neral, will be maintained; and in order to qualify 
ourſelves to come up in theſe our reſpective d ties, 
it appears abſolutely neceſſary to acquaint ourſelves 
with, and to underſtand the laws and form of go- 
vernment we live under. Dns 
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To retu rn, he tells us, The wiſdom of a man 
rometh by opportunity of leiſure, Sc.“ Now if op- 
portunity of leiſure, and an exemption from buſineſs, 
be the only requiſites for rendering wiſe, and conſe- 
- quently able politicians, proper to aſſume the reins 
of government; as hereby ſeem to be inſinuated, 
beggars muſt be exalted into Stateſmen; nay, male- 
factors muſt be releas*d from ſtinking goals, to 
take upon them the adminiſtration of the affairs of 
the ſtare 3 for theſe in his ſenſe enjoy the requiſites 


Next he tells us, that ſuch who are employed itt 
mechanical labour ſhall not dwell where they will, 
nor go up and down, &c. when at the ſame time: 
he aſſures us, (page 9.) That every private man is 
e obliged in duty to be as uſcful as he can to the 
„government under which he lives, and to which 
«& he owes his protection; and that the very nature 
« of ſociety implies this obligation, and who does 
« not perform itz is falſe and perfidious.” As I 
have already ſhewed, wherein this duty and its ne- 
ceſſary qualifications conſiſt, ſo need not here repeat 
it: Now I humbly query in what manner a poor 
mechanick, who is ſhackled and fettered down 
under the confinements above ſpecified, ſhall diſ- 
charge any ſocial duties at all, To reconcile theſe 
inconſiſtencies demands once more the pen of this 
maſterly author to be ſerviceable to the government: 
we muſt become ſenſeleſs machines, or like the pup- 
pets in the ſhew, mov'd at the pleaſure of the 
directors. 


The doctrine of paſſive obedience and non reſiſt- 
ance revived in its moſt rigorous ſenſe. 


O amazing fate! if we break not theſe ſhackles, 
theſe fetters, and exert our abilities in ſupport of 
G = 
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the conſtitution, and diſcharge the obligations due 
to ſociety, we are condemned as falſe and perfidi- 
aus; fat ſeverer Impoſitions than ever were impos'd ' 
upon the poor Iſraelites by the Egyptian taſk- maſters. 
But how is this obſolete doctrine ſupported ? name- 
ly, by ſentences eulled out of the Apocrypha, Suf- 
fer me, ſon of Sirach, to compaſſionate thy hard for- 
tune, who has flept unmoleſted with thy fathers up- 
wards of a thouſand years, to be introduced for the 
ſapporting oppreſſion, and violating the juſt rights 
and priviledges of a free people: But as juſtice is 
due to the dead as well as to the living; what the 

ſon of Sirach aſſerts in the very next following ver- 
ſes, in my humble opinion, demands our careful atten- 
tion; But he, fays he, that giveth” bis mind to the' 
late of the moſt High, and is occupied in tbe mtuita- 
tion thereof (which is the duty of every mechanick, 
ploughman, carpenter, engraver, ſmith and potter) 
will ſeek aut the wiſdom of all the ancients ; and be 
occupied in Prophecies : He will keep the ſayings of 
the renowned nen: And where ſubtle parables are, 
be will be there alſo : He will ſeek out the ſecrets of 
graus ſentences, and be converſant in dark parables : 
He” ſhall ſerve among great men, and appear before 
Princes. - Hence as I have before obſerved in correſ- 
pondent terms, it is this application to the laws of 
the Moſt High, and meditating therein, that qualifies. 
for every ſtation of life : And'if this author pleaſe 
to confalt the ſacred records, he will find, that the di- 
vine Being has called perfons under theſe qualifica- 
tions, from the loweſt ranks, to the highett dignities; 
as many inſtances might be brought, which for bre- 
vity's ſake I omit, whilſt the proud Hamans, and 

as ancient hiftory informs us, the Cetbeguſes, the 

Lentuluſes, the Catalines, and the De Witts, uſur- 
pers and law-breakers, have met with a fate 1 
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of their villainies. But how much is the face of 
things changed ſince thoſe times? if the only qualifi- 
cations now requiſite be to live in luxury and wan- 
tonneſs, in gaming and revelling, to the exhauſting 
the vitals of the nation, and proſtitution of the ſacred 
name of government, and to the abuſe of power 
inveſted in ſuperiors, by conferring titles and honours 
upon the . unworthy for lucrative ends. 


Too proceed, he tells us (page 8.) From all 

* which it appears, that for an illiterate mechanic, 
or any ignorant undiſciplined perſon, to take up- 
* on him the politician, is as rediculous and abſurd 
5 as it wou'd be for, him to pretend to read lectures 
« 1n.phyſic or aſtronomy, or any other art or ſci- 
ce ence to which erudition and education are neceſ- 
« fary ; or lectures in divinity, he might have add- 
ed; for it is couch'd therein in his judgment: 1 
ſhall leave this to the Quakers, to vindicate their 
ridiculous and abſurd practice of fitting high in the 
congregation, and attempting to preach the, goſpel, 
whereby. his trade becomes injured; and diſparaged, 
without erudition and education; only ſhall obſerve 
in behalf of that people; that they look upon a 
good life and conduct, together with the inſpiration 
of the holy Spirit, after the example of the Apoſtles 
and primitive believers, as a ſufficient warrant for 


* 


ſuch their practice. 


He obſerves (page 17th) © That when the ſword 
«is once drawn, then fare wel libecty and propetty, 
and what ever elſe is dear and valuable to us,” 
Notwithſtanding, this bold. aſſertion, the contrary 
maſt be acknowledged, even by the leaſt acquainted 
with modern hiſtory; for had not our anceſtors brave- 
ly. aſſumed, the ſword in vindication of their rights 
and liberties, Waiſhoule pee been at this day ſub- 
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ject to all the terrors of an inquiſition and invelop: 
ed in the dark night of popiſh ſuperſtition, deſtitute 
even of the ſhadow of true liberty, and it is hoped 
the preſent Cicero*s, the true ſons of liberty, however 
branded, with that renowned patriot, with the op- 
robrious name of upſtarts, will ever guard againſt 
the innovations of the Catalines and their crouching 
artiſans, in defence of thoſe rights tranſmitted to us 
y our forefathers, at the purchaſe of their lives: But 
God forbid the wound ſhould ever become fo dan; 
gerous as to require ſo deſperate a remedy. 


It would be almoſt endleſs to follow this author 
thro? all his ſophiſtry, therefore ſhall at preſent paſs 
to page 20th. where we find him giving ſanction to 
the falſe ſuggeſtions and lying flander of Ziba, in 
the words of Mephiboſheth to King David, thereby 
inſinuating, that it is the duty of honeſt loyaliſts an 

patriots, 'to reſt contented, when not only 
robb'd of their juſt rights, but alſp repreſented, as 
traitors to their King, with Mepbiboſbeth, by the ſuc- 
cefſors of Ziba : This compared with what he ſays 
(page 17. viz.) * Thar he is the beſt friend to his 
country who is a friend to government,” gives us 
an exact idea of what he means by the word govern- 
ment z and to what the ſubſtance of his diſcourſe 
ſends, I neęd not enlarge; the application is obvious. 


This is a new method of planting chriſtian piety, 
and righteouſneſs in the earth, unknown to the firſt 
promulgators of the goſpel, to vindicate iniquity 
andi villainy from the pulpit. To prevent anobjec- 
tion that may here ariſe, I own. chriſtianity teaches 
mankind a life of humility, meekneſs, and patience 
under ſuffering, with reſpe& to their religious 438. 
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duct, but on the other hand, conſider'd as honeſt 
loyaliſts and good patriots, as members of the poli- 
tical body, and friends to government, they cannot 
behold their rights invaded, their liberties proſtitu- 
ted, contrary to law and juſtice, without the higheſt 
indignity. 


Then he proceeds, < it is indifferent, ſays he, to us 
* who fits at the helm ;” how inadvertently he pulls 
off the maſk, and endeavours to obviate our fears, by 
applying a conſecrated plaiſter fetch'd from his holy - 
neſs's fee at Rome, to hide our wounds, which has 
the misfortune of being too narrow, by adding, ſo 
Jong as the veſſel is ſate, ES: 
4. | 9 ? 
Now, as the governour of every ſhip is at the helm 
in perſon, or virtually in the perſon of his ſervant,” it 
naturally follows, that the king is hereby intended, 
and by the. veſſel the nation, hence it is indifferent, 
he ſays, whether a George, a James, or a Charles 
reign: But can the Ethiopian change his ſkin, or the 
leopard his ſpots ? Then may we enjoy our liberties 
and properties under a revolution; to which every 
in vaſion of them tends, and we have juſt grounds 
to ſuſpect every abettor of ſuch invaders, as ene- 
mies to the preſent conſtitution, and ought to guard 
againſt them, knowing our ſecurity, as well as 
that of the ſtate lies at ſtake, which by ſupineneſs 
and lethargy may be forfeited for ever ; and we and 
our poſterity reduced to a popiſh ſlavery, may ſigh 
after liberty in vain. n 


I cannot but obſerve before I conclude, that the 
imbibing ſuch tenets and pernicious counſels was the 
ſource of the fatal diſtractions that attended theſe na- 

tions 
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tions about a century ago, and which brought the 
unhappy king Charles to an untimely exit: And 
tho' we have nothing to fear of this: Kind, from the 
mild adminiſtration of his | preſent Majeſty, who is 
truly the father of his people: yet if wicked. magiſ- 
trates; under the ſpecious name of court. intereſt, 
carry on deſigns tending to the ſubverſion of the 
ſtate, or at leaſt to the fixing an indelible blot upon 
his reign, it is the duty of his loyal ſubjects to re- 
preſent their grievances and his danger in a juſt 
light, for their mutual ſecurity, and that theſe abu- 
ſers of power may meet with a chaſtiſement worthy 
of their actions. | 


*% 


To conclude, dear fellow ſubjects, perſevere in 
the faithful diſcharge ' of your ſeveral duties, not- 
withſtanding you may meet with many difficulties, 
abuſes and inſulis from men in power, who, thro? 
bribery and corruption, have abuſed the Truſt inveſt · 
ed in them: Ceaſe not to warn them, as I have 
before obſerved, not imputing their vile oppreſſions, 
their trampling upon the liberties of their fellow- 
ſubjects, to the benign diſpoſition of our merciful 
King, who is a ſtranger to their vile proſtitutions, 
and whoſe chief glory is that of being the head of 
a free people. To encourage your anſwering this 
part of your duty, remember the divine commiſſion 
to Ezzkiel-in theſe words: And thou, ſon of man, be 
not afraid of tbem, neither be afraid of their words, 
tho briars and thorns be with tbee, and thou doſt 
divell among ſcorpions, be not afraid of their words, 
o be diſmayed at their looks, tho“ theyibe a rebelliaus 

uſe. 
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